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DEMOCRACY. AND
| EDUCATION IN VIRGINIA

HOWARD LEE McBAIN.
o oo g 115 e g

Not long ago I heard a prominent and
influential educator referred to by & man
of affairs as a/fanatle becauss he believed
education to be o universal panacea for
all the illa of our clvilization. The ac-
cusation, whether just or unjusl, sug-
gests an  nteresting opposite  phase to
that mueh quoted aphorisin, YIgnorance
is'a cure for nothing'' And more than
this, it forces home upon us a considera-
tion of the pratieal questlon: what are
the substantial soclal pchievements of ed-
ucation when \Rlyel‘snlly applied?

It may be Ty dgabtrul whr\l]!ar n
#panacen foi thi flls of elviilzation’ Is
e deslrable discovery, laying aside the
wvery pertinent question of Its possibllity.
We progressg by friction.  Our clvilization
congists not so much In the splenaor. of
our material possessions. a3 In  thoso
qualities of moral sirength, of purpose-
ful initlative, of steadfnstness of aim
and in that eapacity for self government
which have become the gening of tha rice
ihrough eenturies of rough diseipline and
development It |8 true, however, that In
recent years the method of our attack
upon soclal evils has changed. The whole
tendency of modern elvilization has been
away from punitive mathods and In the
directlon of those of preventlon and re-
farm. And It Is among the preventlve and
corrective forecs which are playing ns
Parge @ part in the rapld advaneement of
clvilization that education takes undis-
puted preeminence, If thern 18 any one
force which, spenking In the unequivocul
language of experlence, promlses the lor-
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virtua and probity among its memhbers
and In ahe Tinal ndjustment | of - soclal
complications and ‘abuscs, that one! force
{8 education. Unforiunately nelthor busi-
ness men por educators give half enough
thought to the tendencles of clvillzatlon
and the direct Influence borne:upon:these
tendencies | by cducation. I would take
the broad ground thot no adequate dap-
preclation of tho problems of 'modern
Ufa will be reached until men of affalrs
come’ to regard problems of politics and
soclety as fundamentally educational, and
until | teachers lenrn to loock upon the
whole problem of education ns esszentlally
sociological,” Fortunately, 'however, the
deep ahd ablding Interest of the Amerlean
people In maotters of educallon and thelr

realization of ecducational needs, do
not hang upon thelr general recog-
nition  or so far-swecping & truth;

The day has long since passed when It
was necessary for educational enthusiasta
to keep ever beffore the pullic all the eo-
gent urguments Inifavor of education in
general and public p:}ucmlon in particu-
lar, Few to-dauy have the temerlly to
confess thelr [ndifference to the subjoot,
and none, thelr auntugonism, 13ut tha
trouble is there are so many people who
are Interested in edueatlon in the ab-
stract, and #o few who are willing to be
taught a lesson fréam the dull gray book
of focts and  flgures, It I8 this
lesson  from ‘the book of facts and
flgures  which the Intelligent people
of Virginia to-day stand most In need of
belng taught., The burning guestion wiltn
us are:. What are the Immediate needs of
our educational system, and how may
they be most effectively met? And these
arg questions which ought not (o be asded
without reeelving o definfie and fearless
reply—a reply thut does not shrink fruom
the revelation of our present inndequiey
und content diselt with volelng the mar-
velous measury of our educationsl pro-
Hress and heroism. 1t will 'not suffice (o
fall back in extepuation ypon Lthe noble
i courageous exertions nlready mhade 1
hehulf of cdueation, and to ppilut the fin-
ger of apology to (he insuperable obstu-
cles we have encountered in working out
even i partially eficient system of edu-
citlon, The accomplishments of our peo-
ple In thls regard need no apology, Only
the Intelligent consceriction and the sace-
riflelal servies of our noblest, though top
oftan our obscurest, spirits could have
mude them possible, That the margin of
the unachieved l& not far broader I8 our
reasonable glory, HBut the appalling fuct
remalns—whatever may have heen its wl-
thinule cause=that In Virginin to-doy,
cleven out of every hundred white persons
over ten years of age ara gl groping in
the horrible darkness of lliteracy, while
the average length pf the school term
for every child between the ages of b and
18 s less than 60 days In the year. 1t |e
with such homely actualities as theso
that the people of Virginin—and especinlly

ur the urbnn communitles—need to
he brought face lo face.

We are an integral part of A& nallon
whose just pride 18 the succegs of lep
upendous  scheme of  democracy, Hut
the basal assumptlon of demoerioy |8
potential  polltical  equality af g
e which an Inndequate. system  of
sehoals nlope wlve, "And when wo
spenk  of sh-mu Hicy we must bear in
mind thot In Virginla, In eommon with
the rest of the Houth, the' trlumph of
democraey 15 comparatively  a modern
sehleyoment.  The whole siruggle of our
people for eonstilutinad equilibrium durs
Ing the first halfl of the nineteenth cen
tury witg the cndeavor to adjust o darno.
oratie orpanizition of BOvorni L otaoan
arlslocrutie organlzation of socluly bused

upon the xisience of slavery as an In-
al.ltlutiuri. I wie only when 'the wholo
social fabrie wan lorn aslde e on e
mediate result of the Clvll War thal the
_ia‘--s;lnninx of i real democracy was hail,
ha cummon while man becime a pos.

slhle entity In politics and saciety, In
un arlatocratic woclety, where the dogma

not fall to mm?qe the’ interest of every
patriotic min  and fwoman  of Virglnln

overgrowth, there was no place for publie
education. In a democratic = socletyy

where the advancement of thegwhole 8| standing, +‘nofor- critlclsm, buti for con=+

rogress of

directly dependent upon the
its" indjvidual units, there can be no
healthful existence without an inorewd-|
ingly etflelent =yitem 'of publie education.

In any demoeratic community, saclal |
progress s diredtly  eommensurate - with |
the advincement of public Intelllgence.

It 'scems 'to me) that in  thus harking |
back to the soclal, political and econointe f ness| whila the’ door 'of opportunity ‘and

conGltions of - yesterdny, we.can best | self-respecting employment rémaina ‘shut
comprehend the educatlonal needs of to- |1 the faco of the asplrations and ambi-
day., Under thd old ordér of things, 'the'tlfm of any .ehild?; ! Bhould not 'the
cconomy of the slave lay in the perpet- | ehances of the child be kept well In pace
uatlon of an  ogrlcuilural eommunity, | with the onward{march of theinatlon?
1la could have found no adjustment to ajCan we lopn, to beat:in harmony with
more  camplicated  industrial ergnnizi- | the naturnl dpatiny in any surer.way?
tlon, - With his emancipation came also We have recently’ jn our:constitutional
the . economle  emancipation  ‘of  the | revislon taken| ourisfand upon’ the sound
white  people of the  SBouth  Zrom |princlple of ‘a'“reasonable | eduentional
ngricultural; ‘bondage,  The ‘result hos 'qualifleation as o condition of partieipn-
becn an dndustrial revolutlon earrying | tion: In the i,o\-'El‘ntnl ' Even loying
with It untold complexities, Bt goelil | aside those hlghers and| nobler appeals
and  Industrial révolutions ‘are not_:’lhc of the right of the ‘ndividual to enjoy
work of-a day, We are still in a traps- | the opportunily for self-betterment, does
flionial stage.” The old aristecratic order|it not become ourdlmmedlate’ duty, re-
is AUl behind ug, 4 new’ order of (things | jolelng In the standard ‘of Intelligence we
13 before us but. the new democrpcy 18| hawve set for euridémaocracy, lo ploce In
not yet realized nnd wlill not be fully | tho  ensy graspsof Vevery schlld in' the
realized until books ang newspapers and | State the ‘Aoa’ of. political, ontal and
the chance Lo nequire o handieraft aye 'moral manhood2 i ;

made  possible thirough sechools for: every ik
child In tha Stnte, whether he be rich or
poor,  white or binck.

That the problem of education In Vir-

| structlon,’’ the commisslon would further,
the causs nf the gospel of opportunity.
But Ita ‘ultimate!/success ‘must depend
largely upon tha’ measure of generous and
actlve sympithy ‘accorded It by the peo-
I ple’ throughout' the ' State. ¥
Can saclety afford to' be & supine wit-

ginla presgents. cnormous  difficulties, ls
true enough, It ls truas of the problem
throughout' the South. The presenece of

tho negro gives rlse to the necessity for o
double system of schools - and, in conse-
fquence to double flseal burdens, More-
over, our population, in spito of our munl-
clpal  growth, is still largely roral, Ae-
cording to the litest United Stales: cel-
BUSY Teporls, less than one fourth of the
population of Virginin lve In- Incorpo-
rated towns, of which thera aro 156 In
the Htate, und sixty-elght of‘ thedo. In
the clasg contilning lesy Lthan 600 inhab-
Itantg. | Qur: problem, therefore, 15 lnrge-
Iy the problem of the rurnl school, the
sehonl of the people. Realdents of cltles
are too often prone to look upon them-
selyes A the people, and  In grappling-
with the stout problems of munleipnl ox-
lstenee, to forget that there are those
beyond who do not share the adueational
wdvintages they onjoy,

I]mughtrul’ SW(!l]i.f'ut muglo.:

If our problems are formldable, our oomey
courage and our enthuslagm are undaunt- Call at our) warerooms and you will
ed, If, through the shortalghted. polloy find that the gwﬂateul of all muglo Is
of our forefathors, who grafted the nes eaglly (onxed rum‘ the i
Ero upon our soll, we ara to-day saddled e Y
with thae tensest problem In the lfe of
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the nutlon, we may take heart of hopo
In the thought that our greatness has
aver Jalp-In the equanimity, the cournge,
the herolem, with which the consequences
af our peopla's blundara have beon met
and overcame. The condemnation of any
people llea not so much In lts st fnlee
ftep, taken In bLllndpess, and  often, ns
Inour case, In unwlilingness, but In'the
fullure to apply to the solutlon of result-
Ing problems the practlea) gonips of o
tiore enlightened  goneration.

Hurely. no more slgnificant mevement
has ever communded the pttention of the
people of Virglnla than that whioh s
been tnnugurated, with the promise of
Buel preant suceess, by the Co-operotlyve
Fduetion Commission of Vicginla, with
Iy genernl alm, the betterment of the
country comnpon  schools, 1te Ineplring
pBrogrivinme of purposes tells at onee Ui
whole story of our edusiatlonal noods, as
well s the wisdom sgd practieal nsight
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CHARLOTTI, ‘April 16 —Mr.. Harry Shaw; of
thln oity, and Miss Eva Foes, of Gaffnoy, E’
C., |were married  Wednpeadny afterncon  at
the, First Baptist Chureh ot Gaffney. ' Mr. J.
Herbert Howell; )
\was best man. Mr, Bhaw I8 noson of W. E.
Show, head of | the ' Bhaw  Harness Mnnu_mr:-
turing Company, of Charlotte, and 15 one of
the foramost young huslpess: men of tha clty,
whila his bride was a belle of the South’ Caro-
ling town,

The engngement ol Misa' Irene I!pnderwn,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Charles P. Hender-
son, one of Mecklenhurg's falrest daughters,
and #Mr. Frapk L. Andrews, ha' been  an-
nounced. Tha \u:nnmctl\'u groom |s & proml,mm
young’ business man, ;

AMra. Waller Scolt gnve 4 card’party Mon-
day evenlng at tha resldenco of Mre, John M,
Seott’ to'a number, of hor 'fricnds, who! Lhas
roughly enjoyed  the cvening, The first ;\rlau
was wen by Miss Carrle Marshall Brown, the
visitors p:jzn by | Mral Poul CHatham, the
consalntlon 'by -Mrs, Ttobert' Mayer, nndgthe
puncher's ‘prize by Mrs, Charles Parlker.

The  Bhakespoare, Club moet swith Mrs.. Helen
Hall' Monday ovening,” the/sudject for discus-
slon “being ~Othello,

Horosls had an lnlrnst!ng meeting) with ‘Mra.
John' I, Yorke Tuesday Mltrlioun ut, her I:onm
in -Dllwerth,

fThe ! Blectrio  Baook: Club'” met with Mrl
R, B, Coclhrane Mondny afterpoon;

Mina Ireno. Alllson left Tuesday, rnr ‘Seotland
‘Neck, NI whera sha will he bridesmaid on
the 19th instant: at the wedding of Miss Mary
Estellg: Johnson, ' of that  town, ln . 4 8 Paul.
Li* Bilshury

ﬂl'l the . Hth:lnstant, n{ Mlus Loln Henth and
John' Crowfard, both popular young soglely.
folks ‘'ho’ ceremony, will bho performed ‘nt!§1s0
aclock In the evening In Tryon Sireet” Methos
dle’ Chiarch.:
‘At n-lnrgely. attended meetlng. of the Wo-'
man‘s Club held Monday afiernoon: tha foilow:

Ing ofleers  were . elected ;. Prosident,  Mrs £,
B, Rollly; Vice-Prealdent, Mg Lo, Falsons
Racording | Beeretary, (M Hdwln Howard;

Correspomding . Secretary, M:a Luey Helllhar.
ton; Troasurer,’ Mrs, . o Hititer, Delegales:
to iho' Stete: Pedoration nr Waomen's | Clubs,
whiel will mut In! Gaoldebom, | N, G, in
v]tcml. ollows; | Mosdumos
Hnok, 1.7 :I]nnlh and H. A Murre.
* Mr. onnd ers Csmond’ Long Rﬂrrlnnur.
raturned | from the!r hanaymonn,: 3 hlch
spent’ In Ploplda;
Mlss Gorirnda JCearney,
Gearge  HKearney,  of the Brooklyn navy-yard,
anid Miss. fpanoes Terry, drughtarief: Lieutens
ant Terry, of ‘the Naval Acudemy, are BUeEtE;
at: the homa ol Captain Jphn Wl}ken, n roumll
avil offieer,
"\rm Fawird | . Flage,  of Pottedam, . N.|
Y., whao hes: been  the. guest of \Mrs, - Luoy
1Talibucton . for: samo  time, has gone’ ko Ins
dinna, 'whera Nlm will vlﬂlt har father. hafora
turping home.
8 “182 F']':I'llﬂ Whltlny. of Qeorgla, 15-a gurat
at tha’ hospltahle hemo of Mr, Jolin THoustan,
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The Deaf and Dumb Barber,
Louls Btoyall 18 & deaf and dumb barhe'}-
in this cily, The other diy n ‘commerglal
vdrummer!! went  to Elu\ntls ghop ' for
a shave and shampeo, The end of the
towel ‘tlekied ‘him' in the 'ear and’ he
aslced Louls, to tuck it In, ‘whish refiuest
wag complled with dn that it was acedin:
panlodshy more
tickllng towal reminded the: drummep; of
i bug story which he ]mmadluta[yfba:;rtn
to' relnto tn the tonkorial avtisg (n i his
pecullar and. Inimitable style, Avhen ‘the
Text barber pslced him who he wag tuli-
Ing to ha axplained that ha w
hla borbep o | funny umr_‘, and
phond,

snlllnd

UWere you ever in Kansag?! Im nsk(‘ﬂ

Louls sald nothing, hut gl the drummer
ald; nat get wise. When ho tinlghed tha
story and got to ‘the big lpugh,  Lauld
wils putb inifront stropping s razor. and
never hatled! an eyelid. 'Bulb tho other
harhers laughed long find loud, and wlen
thin llght duwned: tho man  with, the blg
stoyy went and dug up i speelal bux hie
had won on results’in West Virginla and
everybody, Ineluding !,ﬂuls, gmoked up.A—
Austin ’l‘ans Btatesma, = 0 A

hrother-in-law of the  groom,;

Iyl LullunJ have bern [ssued o) tho x:mnln;:ml

have
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$ CANCER HOSPITAL

We' want every mup and; woman
in_the Unlted Btates| to know, what
- we are’ going, “Weiara ourlng Can=
cerg, [ Tumars ‘&nd Chronlqr Bores
without the uge’of the knife, and
¥ ondorsed. by thes Benate nnd,
; miulature ‘of Virginia,  1f you are
" woeking n'oure, como here.and you
willget: At Wg ' guarantes’ nu;
oures, -
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Boe our mahusuny work at lerolmma
Bank, and Natlons] Bank of. Virginla, Ins
terlop) pnd exterlor MILL, “WORK of all
kinds, LUMBER DBALIRS. " Drennln;
and resawlng lumber in car lote & #pe:’
clalty, |
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F leld Seed.

clquur, ‘Timethy, Orehard, Herds, Kens
tucky Blue and Meadow Oat Grass,
Sead carny I:Jats and Potatoes,
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